


 
A. Understand the various roles of compost on a 

farm  

B. Have basic understanding of the processes 
involved in decomposition  

C. Learn how to make good compost pile and 
proper application method  

D. Understand the definition and importance of 
quality òtilthó in soil 



 Anaerobic decomposition  is the breakdown of raw 

materials in the absence of oxygen and can be 
identified by a distinct foul smell and a generally 
"slimy" feel.  

 

 Aerobic decomposition is the breakdown of raw 
materials in which oxygen is present. This is the 
type of decomposition that is relevant for 
composting.  



   Compost is the action and end result of decomposing organic materials in 
their raw form turning into vitally important soil amendment that improves 
the overall quality tilth of soil.  

Compost can be produced through the act of decomposing plant matter as 
well as decomposing animal manure 



Watch a Video on 
Composting 

Compost Ingredients 

Composting 

video 

Compost  bin 

building 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xS2ZDLalEJc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xS2ZDLalEJc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AJuiNtXXB58
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AJuiNtXXB58
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mxcoLkCJnTA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mxcoLkCJnTA


               Recycles waste material on site  



         Adds large amounts of humus to soil  

Humus is a brown or black complex variable material resulting from partial decomposition 
of plant or animal matter and forming the organic portion of soil 



 Increases soil fertility and stabilizes elements 
such as nitrogen  

http://msucares.com/crops/soils/nitrogen.html 



 Hugely increases biological activity in the soil  



 Improves soil structure and ability to retain water or 
create percolation of water through soil  

http://www.nature.com/scitable/knowledge/library/soil-water-dynamics-59718900 



Creates outlet for potentially harmful excess of 
raw manure in animal based agriculture  



Tilth is the state of aggregation of soil and its condition for supporting plant growth.  

¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǎƻƛƭΩǎ 
capacity to grow and sustain cultivated plant life. 
Compost is key to attaining a good soil structure and 
maximum fertility. It is the foundation of organic gardening. 




